
ReFuel Washougal Meeting Minutes 
 
Date:  August 4, 2020 
Time:  4:00 pm 
Location:  Zoom 
 
In attendance: 
Bob Barber, Rose Jewell, Ann Stevens, AJ Bogue, Niquie Love, Fran Whitmeyer, Leann Wilkins 
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by Robert Barber, Board Chairman. 
 
Approval of June Meeting Minutes 
June’s meeting minutes were distributed via email.  There were no requests for changes.  Motion was 
made to approve minutes as presented, board accepted.  Motion carried. 
 
Financial Update 
Niquie presented financial report.  Bank balance as of  7/31/20 was $30,449.50. 
 
The following outstanding receipts are needed for banking records:   
 
From Amazon (Ann to send to Niquie) 

• April – Prime membership $129 
• 4/17 - $58.48  
• 5/14 - $46.57, $14.62, $57.43 
• 7/28 - $231.96 

 
Niquie also still needs invoice for insurance premium paid earlier this year. 
 
Niquie reports two transactions in July that were debits and credits for the same amount and left the 
balance unchanged ($75.34 and $84.80). 
  
Other notable transactions: 

• $500 donation made to St. Matthews 
• Received quarterly payment from City 

 
Niquie received an email from Tamara Dinius indicating that we need to update payment method or 
PayPal information on both the website and Facebook.  Leann and Ann will reach out to Tamara. 
 
Update on Storage Room/Electrical 
Storage room has been cleaned out.  Chairs have been moved to different location (accessible but not 
on site).  Simms Electric installed two electrical outlets, but they need to undergo inspection before 
appliances can be moved in.  COVID-19 has put pressure on resource availability, with city seeing two-
week lag in turn times. 
 
Shelving has been ordered and will be assembled when received, after which time City will mount 
securely to wall.   



 
Once storage room update is complete, senior center will no longer need access to storage room.  
However, exercise equipment will remain in storage room as that group has agreement with the city. 
 
Bob reports that Meals on Wheels has generously donated their working freezer to us.  At last Friday’s 
meal it was not maintaining a freezing temperature but later cooled significantly so it was attributed to 
being unplugged and moved.  ReFuel will monitor to make sure it continues to perform.  By Thursday, AJ 
will report to Rose if a new drainage tray is needed. 
 
Health Department License 
Bob reports that ReFuel is officially/tentatively on our own license.  Fees have been waived and we have 
permission to move forward.  ReFuel thanks AJ for his work on this project. 
 
Bob cautioned that operating under our own license requires discipline; we need to abide by all safety 
precautions and prepare to be inspected at any time.  Reminder was issued to board that all facilitators 
must have food handler’s cards, and we can never store leftovers in our refrigerator. 
 
Term Limit Discussion 
Board referenced Term Summary document provided via email prior to the meeting and discussed term 
limits as they were outlined in the bylaws.  A clause in the bylaws state that all new board members 
must serve an “initial one-year term” and therefore several board members have expired terms. 
 
Bob shared that the original vision in the bylaws was for an annual meeting to be held with a greater 
audience, which would include board re-elections on a staggered schedule.  This structure has fallen 
aside.  To maintain continuity on board, a tentative recalibration plan was discussed: 

• Bob and Leann serve remaining year 
• Ann and Fran serve two remaining years   
• AJ and Traci serve 3 remaining years 

 
Board will organize an annual meeting in October 2020, to include groups who serve Friday dinners, 
which will benchmark the beginning of a new “year.”  Leann and Rose, will form subcommittee to work 
out details; other board members can submit their preferences for consideration.  Ann and Niquie 
would like to assist subcommittee. 
 
Ann asked to clarify the plan for board members who age out.  Bob replied that they must take one year 
off from serving on board, but they can still attend meetings. 
 
Cooling Center 
During current heat wave and temperatures over 95, we received a request from Council of the 
Homeless to open cooling center.   Historically one has been hosted either at community center, library 
or city hall and is staffed by community center and church volunteers.  Due to COVID-19, this couldn’t 
happen as it had in the past.  Instead, ReFuel hosted a cooling center near Reflection Plaza, behind the 
social center.  It included misters, tents, water and snacks, and received several visitors. 
 
Board discussed the challenges of hosting a cooling station through COVID-19.  An indoor cooling station 
requires volunteers to be trained in disinfecting, de-escalation, and enforcing social distancing, which is 
not feasible.  Conversely, an outdoor station needs to be in close proximity to restrooms which would be 
used by only volunteers, not visitors to the cooling station. 



 
Board agreed to commit ReFuel resources to future cooling stations: 

• Rose and Traci to take lead 
• Bob will help train 
• Will host during hours of 4-7 (hottest hours of the day) 
• Will use Severe Weather Shelter volunteer pool 
• 3 @ 1 hour shifts OR 2 @ 1.5 hour shifts 
• Bob will send out password to Sign-up Genius 

 
Action Plan Update 

• Create Term Limit Tracking (6/23/20, Leann) - completed 
• Bylaw update for financial audit is being postponed/expanded to include any changes to term 

limit 
• Electrical components for freezer unit (5/5/20, Rose) – completed, transitioned task into 

“storage room update” 
• Give More 24 – responsible party changed from Margaret to Ann 

 
Other Business 
Bob has submitted ReFuel as a grant recipient with Pacific Partners, will advise board on whether it is 
awarded. 
 
Annual reporting to Secretary of State is due on 8/31.  Leann will complete.  Bob will send all necessary 
paperwork to Leann. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm 
 
Next meeting  
September 1st, 2020 @ 3:30 
Location TBD 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Leann Wilkins 
Secretary 


