
ReFuel Washougal Meeting Minutes 
 
Date:  June 4, 2019 
Time:  3:30 pm 
Location:  Washougal Community Center 
 
Attendees:   
Robert Barber, Leann Wilkins, Ann Stevens, Rose Jewell, AJ Bogue, Niquie Love 
 
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 3:33 by board chair Robert Barber. 
 
Approval of April Meeting Minutes: 
Meeting minutes were distributed via email after April meeting and a copy was provided at June 
meeting as well.  Rose moved to approve as distributed.  Ann seconded.  No further discussion.  Motion 
carries. 
 
Financial Update: 
No financial update in Tamara’s absence.  Board should expect to receive financial update via email. 

Ann did a birthday fundraiser on Facebook for the benefit of ReFuel and anticipates a donation of 
approximately $300 (thank you Ann!).  Ann will connect with Tamara to research whether those funds 
are already in the bank account. 

Rose requested a copy of the renewed insurance policy for city records.  Bob asked that Rose reach out 
directly to the agent. 

Tamara has announced she would like to resign her position as Treasurer by June 18th.  Bob will ask 
Tamara to stay on long enough to train her successor.  Board discussion about potential replacement.  
The following community members will be approached: 

• Thea McNorvell (Ann will recruit) 
• Carolyn Simms (Bob will recruit) 
• Patty Buslach (Rose will recruit) 

Niquie has bookkeeping experience and is willing to be considered if no other option is available.  Leann 
offered to move to Treasurer so board can recruit a secretary, also as a last resort. 
 
Partnership with Humane Society: 
Ann was approached by the West Columbia Gorge Humane Society to discuss a partnership with ReFuel, 
providing food for pets belonging to Friday dinner guests.  Envisions pet food station located in 
southwest corner of dining area, to be staffed by a volunteer.  Community member Cindy Reidel is 
willing to be present most Fridays to work this station, although if she is not available the meal group 
may be asked to provide a person.  Also, WCGHS can supplement volunteers. 
 



Rose reminded the board that the pet food cannot be stored by ReFuel.  Ann stated that pet food would 
leave with Cindy.  Bob suggested that a staggered schedule would be good to start out with (first Friday 
of each month, for example).  Ann stated that WCGHS was able to commit to providing food every week. 
 
Ann will follow up with WCGHS to discuss further details and confirm with Cindy. 
 
Upcoming meal openings: 
ReFuel has openings for two upcoming Friday meals – June 21st and July 5th. 
 
Niquie and the LDS Washougal River Ward will take July 5th.  Rose recommends that we reach out to 
Bethel church to return serving Friday meals, after their recent absence.  Ann to reach out to them. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator position: 
Margaret McCarthy has asked to step down from her position as Volunteer Coordinator, currently being 
co-chaired with Ann.  Niquie will take on Margaret’s role, with Ann acting as her mentor for succession 
planning purposes. 
 
Board agreed that Margaret will remain a Board Advisor, if she is unable to attend meetings for the next 
year we will re-evaluate. 
 
Action Item Review: 
Leann presented outstanding agenda items from previous minutes, for group to review and get status 
updates.   
 
Updates from this month’s review: 

• Create separate meal reimbursement and debit usage forms (4/2/19, Leann) - completed 
• Social media policy was re-distributed in April and will be added as agenda item for next month 
• Leann is waiting for info from Tamara to research ReFuel.org’s email address 
• As yet (multiple requests) Safeway’s corporate level is unresponsive to our fundraising request 

 
All other Action Items remain outstanding. 
 
Other new business: 
Board discussion about how Kitchen Facilitators and board members must help the Friday group’s PIC 
maintain management of the meal.  Some community volunteers tend to dominate in their service, 
overstepping into functions that should be performed by the actual PIC.  The Board has concerns that 
this will off-put the PICs and decrease volunteerism.  Bob offered to address this with specific individuals 
and remind them of ReFuel’s framework, to ensure PICs don’t feel alienated or unneeded. 
 
Bob completed a presentation Camas/Washougal Community Chest about ReFuel and the Severe 
Weather Shelter, which was well received.  AJ asked whether ReFuel does a shelter when the weather is 
hot.  Rose shared the City’s plan for hot weather, which includes cooling stations around Washougal 
with starter kits provided by the City.   The City’s threshold for implementing cooling stations is in 
conjunction with CRESA’s heat advisory warnings.  City-hosted cooling stations include the City Hall and 
Washougal Community Library. 
 
Ann questioned whether ReFuel will continue to serve under the Meals on Wheels license.  Bob stated 
that it was time to review whether ReFuel can break away, he will research.  Currently ReFuel must 



follow the same regulations and permitting as restaurants, and in the past the health department 
proposed creating a program for small organizations like ReFuel.  ReFuel’s ability to exist independently 
will hinge on whether this program has been created.  Without it, permits and licensing cost around 
$2000, with an additional $1000 for insurance. 
 
Leann brought up concerns about children serving at Friday meals.  At the March meal, a known 
predator (level 3 sex offender) was served and children were present.  Bob suggested that we carefully 
reiterate these risks to Kitchen Facilitators, to remind groups who are serving.  Ann will add this to the 
weekly Facilitator’s email. 
 
After being approached by multiple students, Leann asked group for ideas that school-aged citizens 
could implement to help ReFuel.  Group suggested activities such as: 

• Creating flyers at school 
• Presentations 
• Sock drive 
• Make cooling rags 
• Create awareness at their church 
• Bringing together a group to serve 
• Creating a campaign 

 
Meeting adjourned at 4:59 
 
Next meeting:   
July 2nd, 2019 @ 3:30 
Washougal Community Center 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Leann Wilkins 
Secretary 
 


